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December 25th is the day we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. This date was given us by the emperor 
Constantine in the year 336 A.D, but is an unlikely date 
because of the fact the shepherds were in the fields 
with their flocks. More likely, Jesus was born 
sometime in September before the sheep were brought 
into the fold for the winter. The fact is, however, that 
the Son of God was born to a virgin girl named Mary, 
who, though the intended bride of Joseph, had never 
been with a man until after Jesus was born. On the day 
of His birth, the angel of the Lord, which is the angel 
Gabriel, announced His birth to the 
shepherds in the field, saying, “Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.  For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger” Luke 2:10-12. The shepherds rushed to 
Bethlehem, and found the baby Jesus exactly as they 
had been told.

Jesus was born in a stable because there was no room 
for them in the inn. He was “wrapped in swaddling 
clothes” and “laid in a manger.” Having been raised 
on a dairy farm, I know that a manger is not such as we 
see depicted in the manger scene. Instead, a manger 
may be a hundred feet long with cattle eating the hay 
both day and night. Into these poorest of surroundings 
our Savior was born.

There are three things I wish to point out in the 
message of Gabriel to the shepherds. First, this baby 
was said to be “a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” We 
will examine each of these three, “Savior,” “Christ” 
and “the Lord.”

The Savior  
The name “Jesus” is the English equivalent of the 
Hebrew name “Yeshua,” which means “salvation.” 
Jesus is both the “savior” and the “salvation” of 
everyone who trusts in Him. When Joseph realized that 
Mary was pregnant before their marriage, the only 
conclusion he could reach was that she had been 
unfaithful. Joseph was a righteous man who dearly 
loved Mary and was unwilling to make her a “public 
example,” which means she would have been publicly 
stoned to death as a fornicator. When Joseph decided to 
“put her away privately,” the angel Gabriel appeared 
to him a dream, saying, “Fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and 

   With four simple words, the Apostle John 
delivers to us the gospel message which shook the 
world in the first century; “Jesus is the Christ.” 
These four words are still the only hope to save 
America and the world around us today. Jesus told 
us, however, that these words can only be received 
and understood by revelation. When Peter said to 
Jesus, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” Matthew 16:16, Jesus said to him, as I 
paraphrase, “You are blessed, Peter! The Father in 
Heaven has revealed this to you! This revelation of 
who I am is the rock I will build my church upon, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

  Jesus began his earthly ministry during a time of 
great expectation among the Jewish people. Every 
Jew in Jerusalem and in all of Judea heard of the 
coming of “The Christ” for their entire lifetime. It 
was preached almost every Sabbath Day in the 
Synagogues, and they even knew by the scriptures 
of the prophet Daniel the exact year that He would 
appear. The Jews dearly loved the thought of 
seeing “the Christ,” their Messiah. They knew by 
heart the prophecy of His appearing. He would 
“…finish the transgression, make an end of sins, 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in 
everlasting righteousness.” Daniel 9:24. It is true 
they did not know how He would do these things, 
but the prospect of “freedom” from the tyranny of 
Rome was enough to excite the entire nation, and 
this was the year for Him to appear. 

    Consider the promise: Christ would “make an 
end of sins” and “bring in everlasting 
righteousness.” Look at it again: “No more sin” I 
John 3:5-6, but “righteousness, peace, and joy” Romans 

14:17. There would be no more “struggle” to stop 
sinning, because the same one who died on the 
cross to “take away our sin” John 1:29, is the same 
one who said to us “Come to me, and I will give 
you rest” Matthew 11:28. The glorious rest of God's 
people is not “in sin,” but rather “from sin.” Sin 

thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people  from their sins” Matthew 1:20-21. Notice that as 
Savior, Jesus saves the believer “from their sin” and 
not, “in their sin.” The modern church says, “We are all 
sinners, and we sin every day. We will continue to sin 
as long as we live in a body of flesh.” Such a people 
have never trusted in Jesus to be “saved from their 
sin.” They do not believe in the one John the Baptist 
called “The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” John 1:29. But exactly who is this Savior? 
Again, the angel Gabriel said He is “Christ, the Lord.”

The Christ  
The title “Christ” is the Greek counterpart for the 

Hebrew Messiah. The angel Gabriel 
came to the prophet Daniel with the 
promise of one called “the Messiah, 
the Prince” who would “…make an 

end of sins, make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring 
in everlasting righteousness…” Daniel 9:24-25. He gave a 
timeline for the appearing of this Messiah which was 
mathematically perfect unto the very year Jesus was 
baptized by John. When He was baptized, the Holy 
Ghost descended on Jesus in the bodily form of a dove, 
and a voice from heaven was heard saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

“Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body 
hast thou prepared me.” Hebrews 10:5. 

Christ is as eternal as God is. He is the creator of all 
things. He continued for all time and eternity as a Spirit 
without a body. Millions of lambs had been slaughtered 
under Moses' Law, and not one was found which could 
“take away sin.” It was Christ, our creator, who chose 
to become a man in order to have a body and blood 
sufficient to take away sin. 

The Lord  

The Bible says, “The first man is of the earth, earthy: 
the second man is the Lord from heaven.” I Corinthians 

15:47. The first man was Adam, who was formed from 
the dust of the earth and created in the image of God. 
Adam disobeyed God and sin entered into the world. 
Untold billions of people have been eternally lost 
because of the first man's sin. God is a just God, and 
his justice required there must be a “second man” to 
undo what the first man had done. No natural man 
could accomplish such a thing, but Jesus was not just a 
natural man. He is the Lord from Heaven, and when he 
was born into this word, the Bible said, “Let all the 
angels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6. As we 
celebrate this Christmas season, let us not forget the 
baby born in the manger is Jesus our Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord!   

loses its dominion over those who believe “Jesus 
is the Christ” with a clear understanding of what 
Christ came into the world to do. Those who 
continue in sin and say, “grace abounds” Romans 6:1-

2, are ignorant of who Christ is and what He came 
into the world to do. They say, “We are all sinners, 
who must sin every day,” absolutely blinded to the 
fact if this is so, they are also lost and perishing 
with the world around them. How do I know this? 
Because Christ came into the world to make an 
end of sins, and “Jesus is the Christ.”

  We must understand that true Christianity is not a 
“religious philosophy.” If reduced to a philosophy, 
it is the weakest of all religions, but true 
Christianity is not a “religion;” it is “life in Christ 
Jesus.” Romans 8:2. Christ is not a sinner, and as the 
Apostle John said, “Whosoever abideth in Him 
sinneth not” I John 3:5-6. This is an absolute truth of 
the gospel of Christ, which we must preach if we 
are to see the people “saved from sin.” Our nation 
is held in the balances with no possible political 
answer. The future, whether good or evil, is in the 
hands of the church. What will we do with it?

  In the great awakening of the 18th century, 
Jonathan Edwards, who became the president of 
Princeton University, preached the message 
“Sinners in the hands of an angry God.” Grown 
men were so convicted of sin they fell into the 
aisles crying, “My God Mister Edwards, what can 
we do?” The only possible answer is one Jesus 
gave: “Repent, and believe the gospel” Mark 1:15. 
This also is the message we must preach today. In 
closing this letter, I want to send you my free book 
which is offered below…   

Savior, Christ, and Lord

Jesus is the Christ
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“For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.”          Luke 2:11 

“Come, and let us return 
unto the LORD: for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he 
hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up.” Hosea 6:1
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